Statement of the International Steering Committee of the
Nongovernmental Process of the Community of Democracies on lran

Lisbon, Portugal
July 12, 2009

We, the International Steering Committee of the Community of Democracies, and
nongovernmental organizations from around the world participating in the Fifth
Ministerial Meeting of the Community of Democracies in Lisbon, Portugal:

- Condemn the indiscriminate use of violence by regular and irregular state
security forces against peaceful protesters in Iran in the aftermath of the disputed
June 12 presidential elections that has led to deaths and injuries.

- Call on the Iranian authorities to respect the rights of its citizens to peaceful
assembly, freedom of association, and freedom of expression as guaranteed under
Iran’s constitution and international human rights law.

- Call on Iranian authorities to respect the rule of law, to refrain from the use of
force, and to release detained opposition figures, human rights defenders,
journalists, and protestors.

- Call on Iranian authorities to stop interrupting internet and mobile phone
services, and to respect the rights of citizens to access information freely.

- Call on Iranian authorities to provide for independent monitoring of the election
process.

- Recognize the Iranian people’s century-long, indigenous struggle to achieve
democracy, rule of law, and fundamental freedoms.

- Recognize the important role of Iranian women in the civil society movement
demanding non-discrimination and respect for human rights.

We declare our support for the Iranian people in their peaceful and nonviolent protests
and pay respect to those who have lost their lives in the struggle for democracy.



