DECLARATION OF LONDON -7 November 1982
A Community of Democracies

The Committees for a Community of Democracies (CCD) advocate fun-
damental measures to strengthen relationships among the democracies
of the world as a matter of the highest priority. In so doing they recognize
democracy as the guiding and unifying principle, and community as the
essential means for making their principles effective.

At a Founding Meeting in London on 5-7 November 1982 it was agreed
that:

1. The Committees for a Community of Democracies will work to
bring about the formation by those states who so wish of a com-
munity of democracies. By “democracies” we mean nation states
characterized by political freedoms such as periodic elections,
universal suffrage, plural party systems with majority votes lead-
ing to changes of government, elected free parliaments with the
right of legislation, taxation, budgetary control, and deliberation
of (including opposition to) the government’s measures; by guar-
anteed civil rights, including freedom against arbitrary imprison-
ment, freedom of petition and association, freedom of movement,
freedom of religion and education; and by an independent judi-
ciary and courts to which everyone can have access

2. By“community” wemeanagrouping of nationstates acknowledging
unity of purpose and common interests voluntarily coming together
to undertake certain functions which they are better able to
discharge jointly; and conferring on common institutions powers
which go significantly beyond those of traditional intergovernmental
organizations. Such institutions would represent a “fusion of
interests” of the democratic peoples, “not merely... an equilibrium
of those interests through additional machinery of negotiation.”

3. The Committee for a Community of Democracies will also work
for the establishment of an Association of Democracies which will
consist of those democracies which are prepared to confer with
each other as democracies on matters relating to the advancement
and preservation of democracy throughout the world.

4. It was agreed to set up an International Steering Group. Among
its first tasks would be to advance the objectives of the CCD and
the development and activation of a common program.





